
6th ANNUAL INTENSIVE EXAM ORIENTATED 
CONGENITAL  ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY COURSE 

Thursday 08 & Friday 09 November 2018 
 

 
Exam focused course consisting of training by experts via MCQs, video clips and 

top tips to enhance theoretical and practical knowledge of congenital 
echocardiography.  Ideal for those undertaking the European congenital 

accreditation exam &  for individuals keen to enhance their knowledge to improve 
their clinical practice. (Optional Mock Exam). 

 
Endorsed by RCPCH and BSE with CPD points  

  
This	course	is	run	independently	and	separately	from	the	EACVI.	 
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Our	course	is	an	abridged	2-day	session	that	would	
serve	as:		

	
1.   An	opportunity	to	revise	and	fine	tune	for	those	

preparing	for	the	exam	

2.   An	improvement	in	day	to	day	echo	skills	for	all	
who	attend	

3.   A	taster	for	those	who	are	undecided	

We	would	be	grateful	for	your	feedback	with	constructive	
suggestions	for	improvements	
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What are your benefits from getting the EACVI 
certification in CHD? [Ref EACVI web page] 
 
Designed to test the competency of an individual's ability to 
perform, interpret and report unsupervised routine congenital 
echocardiographic studies 
	
Sets	a	European	standard	for	competence	and	excellence	in	
congenital	echocardiography	
	
Brings	credibility	and	professional	legitimacy	to	an	individual	by	
demonstrating	his/her	competency	in	gaining	this	certification		
	
Enhances	the	professional	image 
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Written Examination 
MCQs & Video Clips 

Log book of 250 echoes 
& 

10 DOPS with reports 

Receive the Certificate by email 

EuroEcho-Imaging Congress 
Friday 7 December 2018, 

 Milan, Italy 

On line registration (Fee 450 Euro) 



5	

candidates will be sent an online questionnaire where 

they must declare their supervisor and provide 

information on their training.  

 

Candidate's seats will only be secured once this 

questionnaire is completed - otherwise their seats will be 

cancelled. 

On line registration 
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Supervisor	
All	candidates	need	a	local	supervisor	who:	
1.  Is	an	already	practising	paediatric/congenital	

echocardiographers		
2.  Has	a	high	level	of	expertise		
3.  Holds	National/European	Specialist	recognition	in	paediatric/

adult	congenital	cardiology		
4.  May	be	an	EACVI	certified	echocardiographer	who	has	held	

EACVI/AEPC	CHD	echo	Certification	for	>1	year		

1.   Choose	a	supervisor	who	can	spare	time	for	you	

2.   Choose	a	supervisor	whom	you	can	access	
frequently	

3.   Choose	a	supervisor	who	knows	about	the	
accreditation	process	
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Each candidate is provided with an ipad with MCQ 

and Video clips with questions 

Written examination 



 
75 MCQs – best of 5 answers – 110 minutes 
 
50 Video questions – generally best of 5 answers – 90 minutes 
 
The video clips belong to 9-12 patients 
 
Start – candidate check in 07.00 AM 
 
Duration of the examination: About 4 hours (08.45 to 12.35) 
 
Pass mark: Generally around 65% - last year was high – 70% 
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Video clips 
 
There are 4-5 questions related to one patient generally 
 
A set of questions may just follow the patient from diagnosis 
to management to post op follow up and long term 
complications 
 
Some of these questions may be related to the same echo 
clip – OR there may be a question after 1-3 video clips  
 
There may be questions without separate echo clips ( e.g. 
what operation would you do for this baby?) 
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EAE	individual	accreditation	-	Congenital	Heart	Disease	(CHD):	reading	list		
	
• Echocardiography	in	Pediatric	and	Congenital	Heart	Disease:	From	Fetus	to	Adult		

by	Wyman	Lai,	Luc	Mertens,	Meryl	Cohen,	and	Tal	Geva	(2009)		
	

• Echocardiography	in	Pediatric	and	Adult	Congenital	Heart	Disease		

by	Benjamin	W.	Eidem,	Frank	Cetta,	and	Patrick	W.	O'Leary	(2009)		
	
• Echocardiography	in	Adult	Congenital	Heart	Disease		

by	Wei	Li,	Michael	Henein,	and	Michael	A.	Gatzoulis	(2007)		

• Echocardiography:	A	Practical	Guide	for	Reporting,		

by	Helen	Rimington	(Author),	John	Chambers	(Author)		
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Top tips -1 MCQs 
 
Read Physics chapter from a recommended text book 
 
25% Physics questions, but most of these are applied 
Physics which we use in our day to day echocardiography 
 
MCQ books available in the market – mostly for the adult 
exam – many of the questions apply to us as well 
 
Revising these books 3-4 times helps to secure a pass in 
the written exam 
 



13	

Top tips -1 MCQs (continued) 
 
Complex calculations are not usually asked – but better to 
have a calculator with you at the exam 
 
Beware of long question stems and answer stems 
 
Negative questions are common – sometimes double 
negatives 
 
There is no negative marking 
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1.  Side lobe artefact 

2. Reverberation artefact 

3. High pass filter 

 4. Harmonic imaging 

5. Tissue Doppler imaging 

6. Frame rate 

7. Nyquist limit – PRF 

8. Doppler effect 

9. Imaging in adolescent with limited echo window 
 
10. Continuity equation 
 
11. IVRT 
 
12. RV / PA/ RA pressure calculations 
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13. Post Mustard 

14. ASD- diastolic flattening 
 
15. VSD- volume loading side 

16. Sinus venous ASD 

17. AVSD 
 
18. CoA 
 
19. TGA 
 
20. CCTGA 
 
21. Tetralogy 
 
22. Normal situs description 
 
23 Truncus
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24. AR - assessment 

25. PR - assessment 
 
26. AS – assessment  

27. TAPVD 

28.PAPVD 
 
29. Coronary sinus 
 
30. Cardiomyopathy 
 
31. univentricular heart (adult) 
 
32. Atrial situs / LV / RV morphology 
 
33. PDA 
 
34. PA / IVS
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Video clips 
 
An important test of our experience in reporting and 
reviewing echo images 
 
Each question has 5 options – answer the best of 5 
Some questions ask you to choose more than one 
answer 
 
No negative marks 
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Top tips – 2 Video clips 
 
Attending cardiology echo meetings & MDTs would be 
very helpful 
 
Use the recommended text books – some of them have 
vidoe clips and also on line echo images to revise 
 
Easier for those working in the Cardiology Department 
compared to PECs 
 
Read the questions carefully for clues 
 
As you move forward, do not keep thinking of an old 
question 
 
REMEMBER: There are normal echo images too! 
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1.  TGA 

2. Murmur at sports screening (18 year old) 

3. AVSD 

 4. Ebstein’s 

5. Tetralogy 

6. 35 year old with sats 89% 

7. Coarctation and re-coarctation 

8. 15 year old immigrant 
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Completed Log Book 
 
To be submitted within 12 months of sitting the theory 
examination – but can include studies performed from 12 
months before to 12 months after the exam 
 
These CHD TTE reports must be reported and performed by 
the candidate 
  
The log book entry should include: 

 Date performed 
 Hospital number of the patient 
 Type of study – All are TTE 
 Diagnostic group 
 Comments – findings in brief – two to three lines only 
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Logbook	
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Top tips – 3 Log Book 
 
Start the log book if possible one year before you sit for the 
exam – this helps the exam preparation as well 
 
I have found an excel file for entry good to review and finally 
copy-paste to the log book 
 
Upto 1/3 rd (80) can be normal studies 
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Completed DOPS 
 
To be submitted within 12 months of sitting the theory 
examination 
 
These CHD TTE reports must be reported and performed by 
the candidate, under supervision 
 
10 DOPS required, to be supervised by at least 3 supervisors 
 
Keep an anonymised copy of the study with you  
 
The DOPS submission should be accompanied by a full report 
– again anonymised 
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Top tips – 3 DOPS 
 
Start the DOPS when are nearing 200 echoes on the log 
book  
 
Any practising Cardiology Consultant would be eligible to be 
your assessor for DOPS 
 
Also PECs and Sonographers who have been accredited for 
> 1 year 
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Top tips – 3 DOPS (continued) 
 
Make sure all the items on the DOPS form are completed – 
some aspects may not be assessed in some studies, but 
need to be marked as ‘ Not observed or applicalbe’ 
 
Please make sure yourself and the DOPS assessor sign the 
form 
 
Once the 10 DOPS are completed, your supervisor will 
review these and fill in the DOPS summary form 
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Log books and DOPS must be submitted on line through the 
web site.  
 
Always make sure you receive and save the receipt for on line 
submissions 
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