30 January 2020
Guy’s and St Thomas’ and Royal Brompton & Harefield joint statement
regarding plans for closer working
Since 2017, Guy’s and St Thomas’ and Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS
Foundation Trusts have been working together, and with colleagues across King’s
Health Partners, to develop plans to transform care for people with heart and lung
disease.
Our two Trusts have a long history of being at the forefront of patient care and
research. Throughout our discussions, together, and with our wider partnership, we
have remained focused on how we can use our collective clinical and academic
expertise to provide the best possible care to patients, meet all national standards for
paediatric congenital heart disease and ensure the long-term future of the specialist
services currently provided at Royal Brompton Hospital.
It has become increasingly clear to the Boards of both Trusts that full integration of
the services provided by Royal Brompton & Harefield with those at Guy’s and St
Thomas’, in effect an agreed merger, is the best and most positive way of securing
these aims and the collective vision of the wider partnership. This includes the
creation of a hub for highly specialised clinical academic cardio-respiratory services
at the St Thomas’ site.
The Boards of both Trusts are confident that by formally bringing together our
respective organisations and the shared expertise of our clinical and academic
teams, we can significantly improve care and outcomes for people with
cardiovascular and respiratory disease. This ambitious venture, in partnership with
King’s College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and our academic partners, will
create a centre of national excellence for the care of adults and children, which will
sit at the heart of a population health system working together to significantly reduce
the burden of these conditions.
At their public board meeting, NHS England have reiterated their support for our
approach to closer working between our two Trusts. They have also confirmed their
backing for a merger of the two organisations. Further details of this transaction, the
process, and the next steps will be set out in a ‘letter of intent’ between the Trusts,
which we expect to be agreed shortly.
We wholeheartedly welcome this news. The proposals set out by NHS England
today also provide the necessary assurances to protect and maintain the provision of
high quality services to the population of north west London and continued cardio-

respiratory research excellence across London; and we will be taking this forward
with our NHS partners and with King’s College London and Imperial College,
London.
Clinicians and patients have already been involved in developing these proposals,
and we will continue to work closely with them as we take forward our plans, which
will also be subject to any engagement, consultation and regulatory approval
required.
ENDS
Note to editors:
1. Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS Foundation Trust: contact Jo Thomas, director
of communications and public affairs, j.thomas@rbht.nhs.uk, 0207 351 8850 (out
of hours 0207 352 8121 ask for the on-call communications team member).
Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust tel: 020 7188 5577 or e-mail:
press@gstt.nhs.uk. Out of hours, please call our pager bureau on 0844 822
2888, ask for pager number 847704 and give the pager operator your message.
2. Guy's and St Thomas' provides 2.6 million patient contacts in acute and specialist
hospital services and community services every year. As one of the biggest NHS
trusts in the UK, with an annual turnover of almost £1.6 billion, we employ around
17,100 staff. www.guysandstthomas.nhs.uk
3. Royal Brompton & Harefield NHS Foundation Trust is the UK’s largest specialist
centre for the treatment of heart and lung disease. Working from two sites, Royal
Brompton Hospital in Chelsea, West London, and Harefield Hospital, near
Uxbridge, the Trust has an international reputation for the expertise of its staff,
high standard of care and research success. Experts at the Trust help patients
from all age groups who have heart and lung problems and provide some of the
most complex surgery and sophisticated treatments available anywhere in the
world. https://www.rbht.nhs.uk/
4. King’s Health Partners Academic Health Sciences Centre (AHSC) is a
collaboration between King’s College London, and Guy’s and St Thomas’, King’s
College Hospital and South London and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trusts.
www.kingshealthpartners.org

